At the last meeting of our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) before the summer break, we prayed a very powerful prayer written by Oscar Romeo.  Part of that prayer reads: 
We cannot do everything,
And there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning,
A step along the way,
An opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest.
As our Council looked over the last year, we recognized that the work we did was incomplete but were proud of some of the steps we took. Our work this year was primarily addressed some of the issues raised in our parish survey, which so many of you completed last year.  Happily, almost 85% of parishioners who took the survey were very satisfied with the vitality of the parish, so we were starting from a very good place indeed.  Following are some concerns raised in the survey and how we have begun to address them:
1. More opportunities to connect 
Many expressed interest in getting to know their fellow parishioners.  To that end, we’ve begun hosting monthly fellowship opportunities after our weekend Masses.  In the Fall, we will be launching an exciting new program for people to gather together to break bread and talk about their faith journey.  We’ll also be initiating some parish-wide service projects.  
People hoped to bring our English and Spanish speaking communities together.  In addition to the opportunities listed above, we are also starting the process of bringing our faith formation programs closer together so our kids can get to know one another and grow in their faith together.  
2. Improved Communication 
Many of you wanted better communication, especially when it comes to finances.  I have been remiss in not publishing the information about our finances more regularly in the bulletin.  You’ll see that information published this week, and in the weeks that follow.  Thanks for your patience.  In the fall, we’ll also be introducing our parish to Flocknote, a text-based communication tool that will help us all be more informed at everything going on in our parish.  

3. Attracting young people and families 
So many of you expressed how much you love this Parish, and longed to see more young people and young families get excited about our faith and join our community.  To that end, we’ve improved some of the great opportunities in our youth ministry program—we’re now going to a more dynamic facility for our youth retreats and recently brought a full bus of high school students to Great Adventure.  Our young adult ministry is also growing, with a good group of 20 and 30s somethings meeting twice a month to discuss Scripture.  We’re also providing more opportunities for our younger families to become involved in our parish life, from Easter Egg Hunts and Candy Bingo to an upcoming tailgating party for our middle schoolers and a Trunk-or-Treat for Halloween.  We’ll continue our monthly family masses at 10:30 in the Church, and will also be introducing some child-friendly elements to our 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass.  Stay tuned!
4. Repairing the Church 
We got a fair number of comments about the state of our church building—from tattered hymnals and broken kneelers to missing tiles in the Carnevale Center.  As you are aware, we’ve begun working with Ruotolo Associates to launch a Capital Campaign to address these problems.  More information on that coming soon.

Have we solved all of the world’s or the parish’s problems?  Not by a long shot.  And there are many things we wanted to do this year, but just didn’t get to.  But I am proud of the work our PPC has done over the last few months, and hope you have seen some of the fruits of their work first-hand.  
If you have any comments, suggestions, or want to get involved in any of the initiatives listed above, please reach out to us at parishcouncil@stmarys-pompton.org.  We’d love to hear from, and work with you, to help this parish be the best it can be! 

-Fr. John Aherne, OFM 
Pastor 





